
CHRIST: THE FULFILLMENT OF THE AGES 1

“Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me 

in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

—Luke 24.44

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PROPHECY 

Whether realized or not, every person at all times in human history has lived or is living under prophetic expectation—the 
people of Noah’s day, the Hebrews in Egypt, the exiled Jews in Babylon, those counted in Augustus Caesar’s census, we who 
are living today. For those of us who embrace divine revelation, the times of Advent and Holy Week bring the emphasis of 
prophecy to the forefront. In this week that culminates in the death and resurrection of Christ, not only do we find many 
prophesies concerning Christ fulfilled but we also find that His teaching during this week focused exclusively on prophetic 
expectation. Whether spoken about Christ or by Christ, we can clearly see the reality of the words— 

“For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

—Revelation 19.10   

There are seven elements that constitute Scripture: history, biography, prophecy, ethics, devotion, Messsianic 
revelation, and spiritual guidance. At the heart of all Scripture is prophecy. “It is the eye of Scripture, with supernatural 
vision—backsight, insight, and foresight, or power to see into the past, present and future.” 2 It is the literal fulfillment 
of the predictions made in Scripture that authenticates and sets apart the Bible as being divine in its origin and truth. 
Fulfillment authenticated the prophet and the prophecy (Deuteronomy 18.20-22); the fulfillment also authenticated 
events and persons, notably the focus of all prophecy, Christ— “the fulfillment of the ages.” (Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 is 
the ideal example of this authentication: an event authenticated by the fulfillment of a prophecy made by Joel: Acts 
2.16-21; Christ authenticated through His resurrection as prophesied by David: Acts 2.22-36).  

Three principles form the basis for authenticating prophecy— 3 

(1) The prophetic expectation must be of such that human foresight could not have anticipated it. 

(2) The prophetic expectation must have sufficient details, excluding shrewd guesswork. 

(3) There must be sufficient lapse between prophecy and fulfillment, precluding any possibility that the prophet 
influenced the fulfillment. 

In his second letter, the Apostle Peter give several compelling reasons for the significance of prophecy: 

• Prophecy in Scripture originated with God, not the prophet who spoke it forth (1.20-21); 

• The coming of Christ, to which the apostles were eyewitnesses (1.16-18), makes the word of the prophets 
“more certain” (1.19); 

• Prophecy is our source of light and direction until Christ appears as prophesied (1.19); 

• We ignore prophetic expectation to our own detriment (3.3-6); 

• God has a specific timeline for prophetic fulfillment and a specific purpose for the time of expectation (3.9). 

1 1 Corinthians 10.11    2 A.T. Pierson: The Prophetic Element    3 ibid. 



THE ONE OF PROPHECY 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with 
the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing 
when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they 
were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have 
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

—1 Peter 1.10-12 

There are hundreds of prophecies related to the coming of Christ. Many of those were fulfilled during the final 24 hours of 
His life. According to the the law of compound probability, the possibility of their fulfillment occurring together during that 
time period is 1 in 537,000,000. No wonder Peter’s use of “prophetic authentication” on the Day of Pentecost had such a 
powerful impact on his hearers. As we mediate on all that was written about Him in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms, may our own hearts burn within us as in those disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24.27). 

PREDICTION PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

Would be betrayed by a friend Psalm 41.9; Psalm 55.12-14 Matthew 26.47-56; John 13.8

Would be sold for 30 pieces of silver Zechariah 11.12-13 Matthew 27.3-10

Would be accused by false witnesses;
would make no reply

Psalm 35.11; Psalm 109.2
Isaiah 53.7

Matthew 26. 59, 60
Matthew 27.12, 14

Would be mocked, beaten and spit on Micah 5.1; Isaiah 50.6 Matthew 26.67; Matthew 26.67-68, 30

Would be pierced in His hands and feet Psalm 22.16 John 20.25-29

Would be crucified with transgressors Isaiah 53.9, 12 Mark 15.27, 28; Luke 22.37, 39-43

Would pray for His persecutors Psalm 109.4; Isaiah 53.12 Luke 23.34

Would be the object of ridicule Psalm 109.25; Psalm 22.7-8 Matthew 27.39-44; Luke 23.35

His garments would be gambled for Psalm 22.18 John 19.23, 24

He would be forsaken by God Psalm 22.1 Matthew 27.46

He would agonize with thirst Psalm 22.15; Psalm 69.21 John 19.28; Matthew 27.34, 48

He would commit Himself to God Psalm 31.5 Matthew 27.43; Luke 23.46

His friends would stand afar off Psalm 28.11; Psalm 88.8 Luke 23.49

His bones would not be broken Exodus 12.46; Psalm 34.20 John 19.36

He would be pierced Zechariah 12.10 John 19.34

There would be darkness at midday Amos 8.9 Matthew 27.45

He would be buried with the rich Isaiah 53.9, 12 Matthew 27.57-61

He would die a substitutionary death Isaiah 50.6; Isaiah 53.6; Daniel 9.26 John 10.11; 1 Peter 3.18


