
When Abraham entered Canaan, he built an altar to the Lord. This act of 
devotion demonstrated that the gods of his past and the gods of Canaan 
would not be allowed influence over his calling and his future. Being a 
priesthood that can draw the presence and purposes of God begins with 
my own act of devotion: an offering of myself as a living sacrifice, a life of 
communion with the covenant God who called me, a positioning of 
myself before the altar of heaven. 

A BIBLICAL STRATEGY 

• When God's judgment of the flood was over, Noah built an altar to the Lord; God affirmed His covenant 
with Noah and the dominion of God was reestablished on earth. 

• When Abraham came in the land where God had led him, there were Canaanites living there, as well as the 
inhabitants of Sodom who were sinning greatly against the Lord. Abraham built altars and called on the name 
of the Lord (Genesis 12.8; 13.3).  

• When Jacob and his family were in great danger because of the violence of his sons at Shechem, God 
instructed Jacob to return to Bethel and “settle there, and build an altar to God, who appeared to you when 
you were fleeing from your brother Esau" (Genesis 35.1). There, God again appeared to Jacob and extended 
the covenant of Abraham to him. 

• When David had sinned in taking a census of Israel, God instructed him to build an altar to the Lord so that 
judgment would end (2 Kings 24.18.24). 

• When a manifestation of God's reality and presence was needed in the land of Israel, Elijah built an altar to the 
Lord and the people experienced a visible manifestation of God's power and exclusivity (1 Kings 18.36-39). 

• When the Jews returned from their exile to their land which had been taken over the people who were not 
part of the covenant God had made, the first order of business was to rebuild the altar to reestablish the 
distinction of the worship and laws of Jehovah (Ezra 3.2-3). 

The spiritual conditions of today are no different from those facing God’s people in the Bible. We live in a land 
filled with idolatry and unrighteousness; a rapidly increasing spiritual darkness is pervasively influencing 
mindsets and lifestyles of people in our nation. Even among Christians, the worship of self, money, sexuality, 
sports diminishes the passion for God’s presence and His purposes. 

Throughout the Bible, when God's people found themselves in these circumstances, they were led by God to 
raise up prayer altars and call on the name of the Lord. It was not their strategy, it was a God-given strategy. As 
the children of Abraham, the strategy that drew the presence of God, revealed the purposes of God, and 
extended the call of God to successive generations, is for us today. If we, as a priesthood of believers, will raise 
up prayer altars in the land where God has placed us, we too can see the purposes and power of God manifested
—His kingdom come and His will done on earth as on heaven. 

“There is a reason why so much darkness is coming into our land. The 
wall is broken down in many ways. We need God to show us how to build 
up the wall again. It is not enough to get God to hear us and see some 
encouragements in society. We must create an atmosphere for Him to 
come and abide with us so that the real work of restoration and 
redemption can begin in our land. What conditions did God give David? 
He said, ‘David, go build an altar for Me, and I will not just stop the 
destroying angel, but will remove the plague completely.’ ” 

(From Prayer Altars by John Mulinde and Mark Daniel)

Prayer Altars 
God’s Strategy for Prevailing Blessing



The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man 
with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it 
did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 

James 5.16-18 NKJV 

When James wants to direct our attention to an 
example of effective prayer, the Holy Spirit doesn’t lead 
James to refer to Joshua praying that the sun would 
stand still or Peter praying for Dorcas to be raised from 
the dead. Despite the noteworthy effectiveness of those 
prayers, the Holy Spirit choses an example that is 
characterized by a nation in spiritual darkness and a 
prophet who built an altar. And with that example, 
comes a paradigm that is common to the interaction of 
God and His people throughout the pages of Biblical 
history—an altar where God was able to reveal 
Himself in response to the prayers of His servants. 

From Genesis to Revelation, we find altars and prayer in combination. When Abraham entered Canaan, the land 
was characterized by deep spiritual darkness—the people were sinning greatly against the Lord (cf. Genesis 12.6; 
13.3). The first thing Abraham did was to build an altar to the Lord (Genesis 12.7-8). With that spiritual 
interaction, the presence of the Lord began to be drawn into that dark land, to the extent that Jacob, Abraham’s 
grandson, unwittingly encountered the presence of the Lord at Bethel (Genesis 28.16-18).  

When David needed to avert God’s judgment because he had sinned in taking a census of Israel, at God’s 
instruction through the prophet Gad, David built an altar to the Lord (2 Samuel 24.18-24). 

During the revival led by Hezekiah, we read that when the defilement was removed from the sanctuary, the doors 
reopened and the altars restored—including the altar of incense—and the worship resumed, that “God heard 
them, for their prayer reached heaven, His holy dwelling place” (2 Chronicles 30.27). 

In the Revelation given to the Apostle John, we find that the prayers of the saints are conveyed to an altar before 
the throne of God, resulting in God’s purposes being carried out on earth (cf. Revelation 6.9-11; 8.5). 

Altars are a place of light in the impenetrable darkness of sin, a doorway linking the physical realm to 
the spiritual realm.  A network of altars dedicated to the Lord will create a spiritual atmosphere that 
gives the Lord God the opportunity to intervene in the affairs of men in a sin-darkened world. God is 
seeking for righteous men and women to raise prayer altars to Him. He wants a net of effective fervent 
prayer all over the land, in every nation, all across the globe. This is a strategy that lays foundations for 
transformation of whole territories and even nations. 

 (From Prayer Altars by John Mulinde and Mark Daniel)  

The Power of the Altar 
Altars, in one form or another, are a common denominator in all belief systems. They are an intrinsic element in 
both the realm of righteousness and unrighteousness. In Scripture, they are prolifically present. Throughout 
Israel’s history, whenever the altar of the Lord languished, darkness and wickedness increased and the 
consequence was bondage and death. Whenever there was a desperation for deliverance and returning to the 
Lord, the first order of business was to restore the altar (cf. 2 Chronicles 15.8). We read that before God led 
Gideon against the Midianites, He instructed him to tear down the altar to Baal and build a proper altar to the 
Lord (Judges 6.26). When God judged Manasseh for his spiritual apostasy, he humbled himself and sought the 
Lord. When God restored him to Jerusalem, he destroyed all the altars he had built and restored the altar of the 
Lord (2 Chronicles 33.15-16). Equally significant, when the people of Israel disobeyed God and did not break 
down the altars of the Canaanites, God said he would not drive out those nations and their gods would be a 
snare to the Israelites (Judges 2.1-3). What does the Bible, our ultimate guide for understanding spiritual issues 
and dynamics, teach us about altars? 

• Altars are fundamentally spiritual in nature, acting as spiritual gateways—creating an intersection between 
the spiritual and natural realms, a point of influence (cf. Genesis 28.16-18; 1 Corinthians 10.14-21).  

• Some altars exert influence on a large region (cf. Acts 19.27, 35). 

•Worship, surrender, authority, agreement are all part of what takes place at the altar. 

•The altar is a place of sacrifice and covenant. (cf. Genesis 22.9-12; Judges 2.2; Romans 12.1)  

•The foremost altar is the heart (cf. Isaiah 29.13; Matthew 5.23-24; Luke 6.45; Colossians 3.1; 1 Peter 3.15). 

• Altars are serviced by a priesthood—whether holy or unholy. The priesthood that prevails—that services the 
altar most actively and effectively—will have the authority to influence the direction of the mindsets and 
destinies of the people in the land (cf. 1 Kings 18.20-40; Hebrews 7.12). 

BUILDING AN EFFECTIVE ALTAR  

What characterizes an effective altar—one that reveals the presence and purposes of God? The Old Testament 
picture is reflected in the New Testament paradigm for us as followers of Christ— 

•An effective altar requires a holy, set apart, priesthood (cf. Deuteronomy 10.8; 1 Peter 2.9; Revelation 5.9-10). 

•An effective altar requires an appropriate sacrifice (cf. Romans 12.1; Hebrews 13.15-16; Revelation 8.3). 

•An effective altar is characterized by priority (cf. Daniel 6.10; Jeremiah 29.12-14; 1 Thessalonians 5.17). 

•An effective altar is a place of intimate communion (cf. Exodus 33.7, 11; Hebrews 10.22).  

•An effective altar is a place of continuous fire (cf. Leviticus 6.12-13; Romans 12.11-12; Revelation 3.16). 

What is the difference between a prayer time and a prayer altar? Effectiveness for a prayer altar means being able to 
break through the forces of darkness that hinder prayer, encountering the presence of God, coming into 
communion with Him, and ultimately, seeing His purposes manifested over the prevailing spiritual climate.


